
Night Madness is an emotional and sensitive war story about Ronald Pyves, the author’s father.

It is far more than a recounting of a man’s military service. Rather it is a touching tribute to a

vet who returned home, shaken and traumatized by his military experience. Another real case

of PTSD, something the Canadian military never acknowledged at that time. 

Ronald Pyves was a tail gunner in a Canadian Royal Air Force bomber flying bombing missions

over Germany. His most devastating mission was the bombing of the city of Dresden on

Valentine’s Day in 1945. The German city was targeted as it was a key transportation hub for

the movement of German troops on the Western Front in reaction to the Russian army's

penetration into Germany in early 1945. Although a necessary mission, with over 25,000

military and civilian casualties, Ron would later in life feel guilty about this particular mission

although this was not the case for many aircrew who participated.

Pyves, the younger, dedicates his book to the memory of his father and his service but the

dedication goes further. All veterans are traumatized by their combat engagement to some

degree with some so severely that the repercussions affect them long after their service days

end. This awful mental illness is an agonizing mental personal battle known as PTSD (Post-

traumatic stress disorder). The Pyves children saw the seriousness and extent of this emotional

and mental suffering experienced by their father for many years after the war. 

Another important goal of Night Madness is to prod the Canadian government into

developing more and better psychological and medical assistance for all first responders

including the armed forces veterans who have suffered debilitating mental trauma because of

their military service.

Consider giving your support to the cause by reading Rick Pyves’ Night Madness.

View Rick Pyves' summary of his book at NIGHT MADNESS.

_______________________________________________________________________by Rick Pyves

________________

The ROBINSON family

Andrew Irwin was Councillor Lisa Robinson’s uncle. He served in the

Royal Canadian Navy.

Mississauga Citizen of the Year Andrew Irwin has died at 92.

The Port Credit man is remembered as a proud Navy veteran.

Andrew Irwin, Mississauga's Citizen of the Year for 2017, has died at

the age of 92. He is survived by three children, six grandchildren, and

a great-grandchild.

On May 25, his wife Elaine accepted the Cordon S. Shipp Memorial

Award on Irwin's behalf at during the Mississauga Civic Awards
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Award on Irwin's behalf at during the Mississauga Civic Awards

reception.

"With all of the recognition he's had, it's wonderful." Elaine said. "I

know he went as far as he could go. The doctors kept hoping we

would be able to get him in a wheelchair and get him (to the awards

ceremony), but that just didn't work.

Irwin's 92nd birthday was on May 28 and Ward 1 councillor Jim Tovey

visited him in hospital to present him with his medal and plaque for

earning the title of Citizen of the Year.

Irwin earned many medals of honour -including the Russian Medal of

Ushakov and the French Legion of Honour - from his time serving with

the Navy during the Second World War.

He was recognized as Citizen of the Year for his efforts in sharing his

stories with schools and other community groups across Mississauga.

Tovey admired Irwin's desire to share his stories of the war when

many others who fought along with him would have been shell-

shocked.

"They went through some incredibly horrendous experiences," Tovey

said. 'But here's Andy, who takes it on as his obligation and duty to let

everybody know why they fought, what they fought for. And what that

freedom means.

During the Second World War, he guided convoys on the Murmansk

Run as they shipped vital supplies to the Russians in their fight against

the Germans.

He was also on the gun crew of the HMCS Algonquin during the

Invasion of Normandy on June 6, 1944.

To help teachers develop teaching aids for Canada's role in the

Second World War, he helped create An ABC of the Battle of the

Atlantic. an online teaching resource.

An avid sailor and respected member of the Port Credit Yacht, Irwin

spent 25 years as the 'foreman of the boat launch and haul.

As part of the Easter Seals Family Fun Day during the Port Credit

Regatta, he took disabled children and their families out for an

afternoon on the water.

He was a longtime participant in Port Credit's Canada Day parade

and the Port Credit Legion's Remembrance Day parade.

_____________________________________________________Lisa Robinson
(niece)

_____________
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